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C 
T 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT (EXPORT AND 

PROCESSING) REGULATIONS 

Revised Edition 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ACT 2002 

In exercise of the powers contained in section 101 of the Fisheries 

Management Act 2002, the Minister makes the following Regulations — 

Commencement [6th June 2008]1 

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY 

1. Citation 

These Regulations may be cited as the Fisheries Management (Processing and 

Export) Regulations 2008. 

2. Interpretation 

In these Regulations — 

(a) the terms and phrases defined in the Fisheries Management Act 2002 shall be 

given the same meaning in these regulations, unless the context requires 
otherwise; 

(b) unless the context otherwise requires — 

“Act” means the Fisheries Management Act 2002; 
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“Inspector” means a person appointed under regulation 19 of these 

regulations; 

“Codex Alimentarius” means the collection of internationally adopted food 

standards compiled by the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme; 

“export” means to take or cause to be taken out of the Kingdom of Tonga for 
commercial or potentially commercial purposes, and includes providing 

commercial samples, but does not include the export of quantities of less than 

20 kilograms in weight for the purpose of domestic consumption; 

“General Principles of Food Hygiene” means the Recommended 

International Code of Practice General Principles of Food Hygiene in the 

Codex Alimentarius; and 

“HACCP” means the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point system as 
provided for under the Codex Alimentarius which identifies, evaluates and 

controls hazards which are significant for food safety. 

3. Seafood safety standards 

The licence holder shall ensure, for the purposes of processing and export, 

compliance with the food safety standards provisions of the Public Health Act and 

any other law in the Kingdom. 

PART 2 – FISH PROCESSING ESTABLISHMENTS 

4. Fish processing establishment certificate 

(1) An application to register a fish processing establishment shall be — 

(a) made in Form 1 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) accompanied by the fee specified in Schedule 2. 

(2) A certificate of registration for a fish processing establishment shall be 
issued — 

(a) in Form 2 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) upon payment of the fee specified in Schedule 2. 

5. Application for a fish processing establishment licence 

(1) An application for a licence to operate a fish processing establishment shall 
be — 

(a) made in Form 3 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) accompanied by the fee specified in Schedule 2. 
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(2) An application to renew a fish processing establishment licence shall be — 

(a) made in Form 4 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) accompanied by the fee specified in Schedule 2. 

(3) A licence to operate a fish processing establishment shall be issued — 

(a) in Form 5 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) upon payment of the fee specified in Schedule 2. 

(4) The holder of fish processing establishment licence shall ensure that all 
employees operating under this licence are sufficiently trained in processing 

and the handling of fish and fish product to enhance the quality. 

(5) The holder of a fish processing establishment licence shall — 

(a) complete the Fish Processing Log sheet in Form 1 of Schedule 3;  

(b) submit all completed Fish Processing Log sheets to the Ministry in their 
original and unaltered form, weekly after the completion of the week to 

which the log sheet relates; and 

(c) ensure that the fish processed at such establishment shall not exceed the 
total quotas allowed to that establishment, including those relating to 

species and quantity. 

PART 3 – EXPORT OF FISH 

6. Definition of fish 

In this Part, “fish” means any fish processed for the purposes of export. 

7. Application for a licence to export fish 

An application for a licence to export fish shall be — 

(a) made in Form 6 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) accompanied by the fee specified in Schedule 2. 

8. Renewal of licence to export fish 

An application to renew a licence to export fish shall be — 

(a) made in Form 7 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) accompanied by the fee specified in Schedule 2. 
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9. Licence to export fish 

(1) A licence to export fish shall be — 

(a) issued in Form 8 of Schedule 1; 

(b) issued upon payment of the fee specified in Schedule 2, and 

(c) valid for a period of 12 months from the date of issue, unless sooner 
cancelled or suspended. 

(2) A licence to export fish for commercial purposes shall be accompanied by a 

valid licence to operate a fish processing establishment. 

10. Licence conditions 

(1) A licence to export fish for commercial purposes shall be subject to the 

following conditions in addition to any other conditions required under the 

Act — 

(a) the objectives of the relevant management and development plan; 

(b) fish products are processed in a licensed fish processing establishment 
pursuant to an effective HACCP system; 

(c) the HACCP Plan was prepared and is monitored by a person who 
received training in the application of HACCP Principles or by a 

seafood safety inspector; 

(d) the exporter demonstrating that they can consistently meet the 
appropriate standards regarding microbial and natural toxin 

contamination, chemical contamination and physical contamination; 

(e) every consignment of fish to be exported shall be accompanied by a 

health certificate which has been prescribed by the Secretary. 

(f) comply with the export restrictions on selected species made in the 

Fisheries Management (Conservation) Regulations 2008. 

(2) Where a HACCP Plan has been prepared by a seafood safety inspector or 

where other work applicable is incurred, the fee specified in Schedule 2 shall 

be paid by the licence holder. 

(3) A permit to export fish for domestic purposes shall be subject to — 

(a) any restrictions on export of selected species made in the Fisheries 

Management (Conservation) Regulations 2008; and 

(b) any other conditions required under the Act. 

11. Fish export Log sheet 

A holder of a licence to export fish for commercial purposes shall — 
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(a) complete the Marine Products Export Log sheet, in Form 2 of Schedule 

3, for every day of export of marine product for commercial purposes, 
including — 

(i) Licence holder’s name; 

(ii) Date of export; 

(iii) Destination; 

(iv) Scientific or common name of each species to export; (v) 
Number of fish by species; 

(vi) Total weight by species; and 

(b) submit all completed Marine Products Log sheets to the Secretary in 
their original and unaltered form no later than 24 hours after the 

completion of the day to which the log sheet relates. 

12. Fees for export of marine products 

All fees for exporting Marine Products Export shall be charged when the Ministry 

receives stamped packing list from Customs. 

PART 4 – EXPORT OF AQUARIUM FISH AND INSPECTOR 

13. Application to export aquarium fish 

(1) An application for a licence to export aquarium fish shall be — 

(a) made in Form 9 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) accompanied by the fee specified in Schedule 2. 

(2) An application to renew a licence to export aquarium fish shall be — 

(a) made in Form 10 of Schedule 1; and 

(b) accompanied by the fee specified in Schedule 2. 

14. Licence to export aquarium fish 

A licence to export aquarium fish shall be — 

(a) issued in Form 11 of Schedule 1; 

(b) issued upon payment of the fee specified in Schedule 2; and 

(c) valid for a period of 12 months from the date of issue, unless sooner 

cancelled or suspended. 
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15. Licence conditions 

A licence to export aquarium fish shall be subject to the following conditions in 
addition to any other conditions required under the Act — 

(a) the objectives of the relevant management and development plan; 

(b) aquarium fish are processed in a licensed fish processing establishment; 

(c) safe and sanitary packaging for transportation; and 

(d) accompanied by a health certificate which has been approved by the 
Secretary. 

16. Trained employees 

A holder of a licence to export aquarium fish shall ensure that all employees 

operating under that licence are sufficiently trained in and operate using best 
practice for handling and packing to minimize mortalities during transportation. 

17. Aquarium fish export Log sheet 

A holder of a licence to export aquarium fish shall — 

(a) complete the Aquarium Export Log sheet, in Form 3 of Schedule 3, for 

every day of export of aquarium fish, including — 

(i) Licence holder’s name; 

(ii) Date of export; 

(iv) Scientific or common name of each species being exported;  

(v) Number of specimens of each species being exported; 

(v) FOB value by species; and 

(b) submit all completed Aquarium Log sheets to the Secretary in their 

original and unaltered form no later than 24 hours after the completion 
of the day to which the log sheet relates. 

18. Fees for export of Aquarium fish 

All fees for exporting aquarium fish shall be charged when the packing list has been 
stamped with the Customs official stamp. 

19. Inspector 

(1) The Minister may designate in writing any authorized officers, by notice 

published in a newspaper widely circulated in the Kingdom, as an Inspector. 

(2) The duties of an inspector shall include but is not limited to the 

following, to — 
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(a) develop a HACCP Plan where necessary; 

(b) reassess and modify the HACCP Plan, at a minimum once a year and 
when corrective action plans are employed; 

(c) carry out regular monitoring of the fish processor’s HACCPsystem; 

(d) carry out regular health checks through sampling, organoleptic checks, 
parasite checks, chemical checks, microbiological analysis and 

contaminants analysis; 

(e) ensure compliance with the seafood safety standards set down by the 
Secretary. 

(f) ensure compliance with the standards of importing countries; 

(g) draw up a list of the licensed fish processing establishments; 

(h) confiscate fish found to be unsafe for consumption; 

(i) suspend or revoke a fish export licence, where necessary, if there is 
uncertainty as to the safety of the fish product for consumption; 

(j) provide assurance that particular fish and fish products have been 
produced or processed in accordance with an effective HACCP Plan 

and the food safety standards provided under the laws of Tonga; and 

(k) conduct necessary inspections of the processor’s premises and 
operations in accordance with the requirements of these regulations. 

20. Information to be true, complete and correct 

(1) Any information required to be recorded, notified, communicated or reported 
pursuant to any requirement of these Regulations shall be true, complete and 

correct. 

(2) Any change in circumstances which has the effect of rendering any such 
information false, incomplete or misleading shall be notified immediately to 

the appropriate person, authority or body. 

21. Minister may raise a resource rent on fish processing and export 

(1) The Minister may, by Notice published in a newspaper widely circulated in 
the Kingdom, raise a resource rent as he deems necessary on any fish 

processed or exported by any person or establishment that has been licensed 

to process or export any fish. 

(2) Funds raised from the resource rent shall be made available to the Ministry for 

the purposes of compliance, monitoring and research. 
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ENDNOTES 

 

                                                        

 

1
 Gazette 24/2008 

2
 Amended by Regulations made 6 October 2010 

 (this amendment cannot be properly shown within the document at this stage – the amendment 
provided as follows – 

 Schedule II of the Fisheries Management (Processing and Export) Regulations 2008 is amended 

by deleting the fee for the fish export licence of Bech-de-mer, “$2500” and replacing it with 

“$25,500”. 
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